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HAPPY NEW YEAR - Welcome to the Historic Racing Club January 

2020 Newsletter 

 

10 Years agoé.. 

 

Official  Opening of Hampton Downs 24 th  January 2010.  From Left Chris Amon, Claire Roberts, Howden Ganley, 

Penelope Watson, Chris Watson. Sue Roberts, Tony Roberts, Peter Harris (Mayor ), Greta Hulme, Patricia  McLaren  
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Great start to 2020 with the announcement that Hampton Downs will be hosting the Virgin 

Australia Supercars. Good to see Hampton Downs recognised as a world class facility. I am 

sure Tony Quinns team will provide a great event. 

On Facebook I have read the keyboard warriors pointing out that Hampton only has 

resource consent for 20,000 spectators but in the past, Tony Roberts and myself organised 

special event resource consents for 50,000 spectators a day and traffic plans to cope with 

this number. The Waikato Council are very proactive and will make this event happen. Also, 

for the last international rally, HD had 23,000 spectators in one day (with a low grade traffic 

plan) and had no traffic problems. As to the lack of seating, it is far more economical to 

provide temporary grandstands like was done at the McLaren Festival. 

 

HRC promoted classes 

Improved Production Cars are starting to get reasonable numbers and 

is an ideal class for slightly modified saloon cars. Alan Greig is the class co-ordinator, so if you are 

interested on finding out more ς please contact him on 021 190 8881 or email Alan@driveline.co.nz  

 

Classic Touring cars have two meetings coming up - Hampton Tasman Revival 26th January and 
Tasman Revival Pukekohe 22nd and 23rd February   
 
Eligible cars and marques will include BMW, Porsche, Ferrari, Commodore, RX7, Corvette, Datsun, 
Group A and any pre 1994 British touring car. Each car will considered individually and will be in the 
ά{ǇƛǊƛǘέ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ early nineties. Contact chris@grandprix.org.nz 
0274827542 
 
Formula Open 
 
Atlantics, TRS FT40 FT 50. Formula Renault, Formula Brabham, Formula Suzuki, Formula Super Vee, 
Formula Ford 2000, Formula Nippon 
 
Great racing at the first two Meetings. The grids were a little short of numbers but lots of cars are 
being prepared. By next year, this class will have reasonable numbers  
Contact Johntomlin@xtra.co.nz  021 759820 
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Upcoming Events 

Tasman Revival Hampton Downs - Sunday 26th January 2020 

Featuring round three of the competitive Formula Open Series 

 

A one day meeting for Formula Open, Historic Formula Ford, Arrows/AES, Classic Touring 

Cars and Classic Trial.  Also features an 8 Lap Allcomers Handicap race for closed wheel cars. 

Entries now open at www.motorsportentry.com  

Tickets $10 in advance or $20 on the gate. 
Buy Advance Tickets here: https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2020/jan/tasman-revival-waikato  

Children under 12 FREE 

FREE ACCESS TO PITS & FREE PARKING 

 

Hampton Downs will be running a Race Car Test Day on the Saturday (25th January) for those 

interested. 

 https://www.hamptondowns.com/experiences/track-days/race-car-test-days/ 

Documentation and scrutineering will be available between noon and 4pm during the Saturday Test 

Day.  

http://www.motorsportentry.com/
https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2020/jan/tasman-revival-waikato
https://www.hamptondowns.com/experiences/track-days/race-car-test-days/


New Zealand Classic Car magazine Ellerslie Car Show  
Sunday, 9th February 2020 

 

HRC will feature the IPC class this year. If you have an IPC car and want to expose your sponsors to 

15,000 spectators  Contact Chris@grandprix.org.nz  0274827542 

 

 

2KCup Festival 16th February - Pukekohe Park 

Another one day meeting featuring 2KCup, Super Laps and Classic Trial 

 

Entries now open at www.motorsportentry.com  

2KCup entries    2KCUP.com - http://2kcup.com/?page_id=625  

FREE Spectator Entry  

mailto:Chris@grandprix.org.nz
http://www.motorsportentry.com/
http://2kcup.com/?page_id=625


Tasman Revival Pukekohe 22nd 23rd February 

 

Big Classic and Historic Meeting featuring the final round of the EAG Formula Open Series. 

Support classes are BMW 2 Litre, BMW E30, BMW Open, Mini/Pre65, Sports cars, Toorace 

Trofeo, Improved Production Cars, Classic Touring Cars, Historic Formula Ford, Arrows/AES 

Entries open at www.motorsportentry.com  

Tickets $10 in advance or $20 on the gate. 
Buy Advance Tickets here: https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2020/feb/tasman-revival-pukekohe   

Children under 12 FREE 

FREE ACCESS TO PITS & FREE PARKING 

Pukekohe Park will be running a Race Car Test Day on the Friday (21st) for those interested. 

Competitor documentation and scrutineering will be available between noon and 4pm. 

https://www.pukekohepark.co.nz/book/8vgG8yAHK2ANZBVNusF26q8h/ 

 

  

http://www.motorsportentry.com/
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Introduction to Motorsport Twilight Session ς 4pm Friday 20th March 2020  

 

HRC are holding another of their popular Introduction to Motorsport sessions at Hampton 
Downs on the CLUB Circuit. 
Designed to help people who want to try Motorsport without the pressure of turning up at an 
event without training. We will have experienced club members as well as tutors to help guide 
you through the sessions. 
The event is also open to more seasoned competitors who would like some tracktime and/or 
coaching. 
We start with an introduction to the team, then cover safety elements (Helmet, Overalls, Flags 
ŜǘŎύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ŀ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άwŀŎƛƴƎ [ƛƴŜέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƻǇŜƴ 
the track for you to either circulate at your own pace, take race car rides with our instructors or 
receive instruction in your own car. There will be a maximum of 8 cars on track at any one time 
and you will be divided up into groups of similar ability. 
 

ω {ƛƎƴ hƴ 
ω {ŀŦŜǘȅ .ǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ κ ¢ǊŀŎƪ ²ŀƭƪ 
ω /ƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ κ ¢ǊŀŎƪǘƛƳŜ 

 
Typically we have 3 categories: 

 
ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ aƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘ 
ω CƛǊǎǘ ¢ƛƳŜ κ {ƭƻǿŜǊ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ 
ω CŀǎǘŜǊ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ 

 
Cost for the event will be $195 per Driver. Second Drivers $50, Passengers are NOT Permitted at 
this event. Spectators FREE 
 
BUY YOUR ENTRY VOUCHER ONLINE IN ADVANCE   https://www.hrcevents.co.nz/shop.php  
 
This cost includes ς HD H&S Levy, Marshals, Ambulance and Recovery, Instruction and Helmet 
loan if required. FHR and Single Layer Overall Loan will be additional.  

https://www.hrcevents.co.nz/shop.php


Paul Fahey Legends of Speed Meeting 21/ 22 March 2020 at Hampton Downs 

 

Photo ς The Roaring Season 

This meeting honours one of the Great Legends of New Zealand Motorsport - Paul Fahey. We 

would like as many of Pauls Race cars to attend. We will also have a Legends Lunch and anyone with 

connections with Paul is welcome to join the Legends in the upstairs corporate lounge. Tickets 

available from HRC in the New Year. 

Classes racing include Historic Muscle Cars, Historic Saloon Cars, Historic Sports Sedans, Tranzam, 

F5000, Historic Formula Ford, Formula Libre, AES, Arrows, Classic Trial, Toorace Trofeo, BMW 2 litre, 

BMW E30, BMW Open. 

Entries www.motorsportentry.com   

http://www.motorsportentry.com/


TV Program Legends of Motorsport 

We have had a great response to the first 4 programs and are planning to have another 2 

series in the New Year. The second series will feature Rod Millen, Ginger Malloy, Garry 

Pederson and Paul Fahey.  HRC still TV advertising spots available. 

 Contact chris@hrcevents.co.nz   027 4827542 

 

The first Program was broadcast on Tuesday 26th November 2019 at 8.30pm on Sky Channel 83.  

Keep an eye out on the schedules as the programmes are being repeated regularly.    

¶ Programme 1 - David Oxton   https://youtu.be/wvFhl0SIwp0  

¶ Programme 2 - Paul Adams  https://youtu.be/fuWwxJihpR4 

¶ Programme 3 - Eric Mallard  https://youtu.be/JbC2T-x_YhA 

¶ Programme 4 - Graeme Crosby    https://youtu.be/m_-Q-dijg5o 
 

 

Advertising Opportunities 

HRC will be looking to live streaming a number of our upcoming events next season and there is the 

Opportunity to purchase a limited number of advertising slots for a very reasonable price. In live 

streaming the endurance races we have had audiences of 15,000 to 25,000 viewers. Another 

advantage of advertising on this medium that the video remains on the net and can be viewed on a 

future occasion giving further value for your advertising dollar. The price is very much less than you 

would pay for TV advertising.  

HRC can also arrange advertising in this monthly newsletter, the HRC annual wall planner, 

advertising in the events programs and on Face book  

For further details contact Chris Watson on 0274827542 

chris@hrcevents.co.nz 

Competition Licenses and Authority Cards 

The HRC office is always open to do Licence examinations and authority cards during office hours 

ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Iw/ 

Regards 

 

The HRC Team 

Chris Watson   0274 827542   chris@hrcevents.co.nz  

Tim Hill   021 614600   tim@hrcevents.co.nz  

Tony Roberts   021 1332895   racert@hotmail.co.nz 

mailto:chris@hrcevents.co.nz
https://youtu.be/wvFhl0SIwp0
https://youtu.be/fuWwxJihpR4
https://youtu.be/JbC2T-x_YhA
https://youtu.be/m_-Q-dijg5o
mailto:chris@hrcevents.co.nz
mailto:chris@hrcevents.co.nz
mailto:tim@hrcevents.co.nz
mailto:racert@hotmail.co.nz


 
Tony Quinn 

 

EAG Formula Open Series. 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ άLikeέ the Formula Open NZ Facebook page.  

The invitation series will take place over four rounds  

The dates are; 

Saturday Sunday 4/5th January                 HRC Tasman Revival  Taupo 

Saturday Sunday 11/12th January            BMW Festival  Hampton Downs International 

Saturday Sunday 25/26th                           HRC Tasman Revival  Hampton Downs National 

Saturday Sunday 22/23rd February          HRC Tasman Revival   Pukekohe 

 
  



Round One - HRC Tasman Revival Series, TAUPO 4/5 January 2020 

Well the first round is done and dusted for the new Formula Open NZ class and even though 
the numbers were down the racing was not only fantastic there were some questions 
answered. For a start, the difference between the Tatuus FT40 TRS car and the Swift DB4 
Formula Atlantic is negligible with James Watson establishing the first Lap record for this 
class at 1:27:133. Sam Mac Neil (FT40) and Gary Rush (DB4) were not that far away, the 
difference being turn 9 where Watson was able to take it flat in the DB4 due to its ground 
effects, Sam was having to lift as the Tatuus has limited aero and mechanical grip. Gary by 
Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴƎ ƻŦ ǘǳǊƴ ф ȅŜǘ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƻŦ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ 
everywhere else.  

However it is interesting to see the differences between the three cars. The Atlantics are 
superbly fast through the infield, taking several car lengths out of the FT40 but on the 
straights the roles are reversed with the FT40 making a smaller hole in the air. The Atlantics 
have more power but that is negated by the increased drag and are not as fast on the 
straights. However James Watsons DB4 is also fuel injected and gets of the tighter corners 
ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DŀǊȅ wǳǎƘΩǎ ŎŀǊōǳǊŜǘǘŜŘ 5.пΦ {ŀƳ aŀŎ bŜƛƭ ƛǎ ŘƛŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ C¢пл 
after several seasons out of one and the team are still sorting what effectively is a rebuilt car 
so this combo is going to get faster as the season moves on.  

Adam Julian in the other Tatuus FT40 (Formula Renault) was seeing the track for the first 
time ever and spent most of the weekend getting to know it so was well off the pace of the 
other three. This could be in a different story when he gets to Hampton Downs next 
weekend as he has raced there in the past in this car and the long straights will certainly 
favour the 2litre powered FT40. 

Young Josh Donohue certainly impressed with his speed in the Swift SE3B Formula Ford 
2000 but regrettably a broken rear wing mounting hampered his pace and a cracked 
gearbox housing ended his weekend early. Leo Francis had a very lonely weekend as the two 
ƻǘƘŜǊ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ {ǳȊǳƪƛΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ Ŧŀƛƭed to show as they had tuning difficulties and 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ōǊŜŀƪ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻǎǘ 
ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ [ƛōǊŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ DǊŀƴǘ wƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ {ǿƛŦǘ {9о CƻǊƳǳƭŀ CƻǊŘ нллл 
before the weekend started with some setup issues but will see him back this season. 

¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ {ǘŀƴ .ŜƴōǊƻƻƪ ƛƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ мфтлΩǎ [ƻƭŀ 
T320 Formula Supervee. Looking for all the world like a Lola T332 F5000 that has been to 
WŜƴƴȅ /ǊŀƛƎΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ little car is an absolute credit to Stan and the work he has put in 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ {ǳȊǳƪƛ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ / ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛƴ ƻƴ 
his face certainly confirmed he enjoyed this weekend. 

The most notable ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǿŀǎ YŜƴƴȅ {ƳƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄ-Marcus Armstrong 
Tatuus FT50, having taken delivery of the car at the 12th hour the team were unable to get 
ǘƘŜ ŦǳŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǊƛƎ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘΦ  

So onto to next weekend at Hampton Downs on the International track and we will see an 
increased grid with Kenny Smith debuting the Tatuus FT50 ex TRS car, the return of Tony 



Quin in his very fast Reynard RF93 Formula Atlantic plus Geoff Harriman and Will Oxley in 
their Ralt RT20 Formula IƻƭŘŜƴΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
appearance of more of the FT40 ex TRS cars as their delivery has been delayed by the late 
arrival of the on board fire extinguisher systems which has also hampered shake down 
development which will be happening in a couple of weeks time.  Another to watch out for 
is the possible appearance of another Tatuus FT50 that has just been recently purchased. In 
addition we are expecting Taylor and or Dean Cockerton out in their Formula Renault. 

Results from Round One 
 

No:  Driver    Make Model   CC  Class   Class TOTAL 
31  James Watson  Swift Toyota DB4  1600  F / Atlantic  A  45 
84  Adam Julian   2008 Tatuus Renault  FT40  F / Renault  B  45 
33  Leo Francis   Formula Suzuki  1300  F / Suzuki  C  45 
44  Stan Benbrook  Lola VW T320   1600  F / Super Vee  C  42 
19  Sam McNeil   Tatuus Toyota  FT50  F /TRS   A  41 
27  Gary Rush   Swift Toyota DB4  1600  F / Atlantic  A  40 
49  Josh Donohue   Swift Ford Mk31  2000  F/ Ford 2000  B  15 

 

Round Two Hampton Downs   BMW Festival  11/12 January 2020 
 
Once again James Watson showed the superiority with the power of his fuel injected Swift DB4 
Formula Atlantic in winning all three races and establishing a lap record for the class at 1:31:932 on 
the International Track. Kenny Smith debuted the ex-Marcus Armstrong  Tatuus FT50 and spent the 
entire weekend getting quicker and quicker as he re familiarises himself with a TRS car. He feels 
quite comfortable there is more time in himself as he re learns the car. Tony Quinn showed his race 
fitness with the Reynard RF93 Formula Atlantic with great dices with both Kenny and James and 
picked up a 2nd and 3rd before a DNF in race three. With Sam Mac Neil coming back for the next 
round at Hampton Downs National track on the 26th January it will be extremely interesting to see 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ {ǿƛŦǘ 5.пΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ C¢рл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ C¢плΦ L ŀƳ ōŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ YŜƴƴȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǎ 
into the FT50 and Sam gets himself up to speed with FT40 there will be virtually nothing between 
the three types of car as they all have strengths and weaknesses at different tracks. By the time we 
get to Pukekohe for the final round it will be very interesting. 
 
The rest of the FONZ field had trials and tribulations with Leo Francis tearing the floor out of the 
Suzuki on Friday afternoon but was back on Saturday after some overnight repairs only to break an 
axle on the warm up lap of the first race on Sunday morning. Stan Benbrook had a lot of fun in the 
Lola T320 Supervee and passed Leo for the points lead in class 3 which now puts him in 3rd place in 
the series overall. Geoff Harriman had an up and down weekend with an electrical problem on 
Friday afternoon and then a broken CV but recovered to compete for the rest of the weekend. Geoff 
has been so snowed under at work the car has not been fired up since last season and he was 
running on 5 year old tyres. I am sure when he manages to get on top of business he can give the 
Ralt RT20 some love and we will see him giving Adam Julian on the Tatuus FT40 Formula Renault 
some competition. Speaking of Adam Julian whilst not quite quick enough to be with the FT50 and 
the three Atlantics now leads class 2 and the series over all in a tie with James Watson. 
 



Next round is a one day meeting on Sunday 26th January at the HRC Tasman Revival meeting at 
Hampton Downs National circuit. Enter here  www.motorsportentry.com . There will be a practice 
day on Saturday 25th , this is run by Hampton Downs so contact them directly if you wish to run. 
 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ C¢плΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƛƳ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳ aŀŎ bŜƛƭ 
have now had their fire extinguisher systems approved and are ready for lease. I have reliable 
information to saȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ н ƳƻǊŜ C¢рлΩǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ оrd is under negotiation. 
There is a least one possibly two more Formula Atlantics being re built for next season. There are 
also two more Formula Renaults that will be out (possibly by next round). Taking that into account it 
is a fairly safe bet to say we will have around 18 to 20 cars on the grid next season with a fairly even 
spread over the three classes. 
 
Below are the points overall. 
 
 

No: Driver   Make Model a Class Class TOTAL 

31 James Watson NZ Swift DB4 F / Atlantic A 90 

84 Adam Julian NZ 
Tatuus 
Renault 

FT40 F / Renault B 90 

44 Stan Benbrook NZ Lola T320 
F / Super 
Vee 

C 73 

27 Gary Rush NZ Swift DB4 F / Atlantic A 64 

33 Leo Francis NZ 
Formula 
Suzuki 

FH20RN
Z 

F / Suzuki C 61 

11 Kenny Smith NZ Tatuus FT50 F / Atlantic A 41 

19 Sam McNeil NZ Tatuus FT50 F /TRS A 41 

15 Geoff Harriman NZ Ralt  RT 20  F / Holden B 29 

24 Tony Quinn NZ Reynard RF93 F / Atlantic A 28 

49 Josh Donohue NZ Swift Mk31 
F/ Ford 
2000 

B 15 

111 
Dean/Taylor 
Cockerton 

NZ Tatuus FT40 F / Renault A 0 

94 Grant Rivers NZ Swift SE3 
F/ Ford 
2000 

B 0 

110 Grant Tolley NZ Dome  F102-03  F / Holden B 0 

23 Jeff Sharp NZ 
Formula 
Suzuki 

FH20RN
Z 

F / Suzuki B 0 

 Richard Boyd NZ AC  45 F/ Nippon B 0 

 Will Oxley NZ Ralt RT21 F / Holden B 0 

 
David Mitchell NZ Mygale M12-SJ  

F/ Ford 
2000 

B 0 

47 Paul Couper NZ Lola T580 
F/ Ford 
2000 

C 0 

 

   

 

http://www.motorsportentry.com/


 
  


